
February 12, 2018 
 

MEEETING NOTES 
 
 

Members Present: Covington, Dwell Moore, Root 
 
Also present:  Gerry Noorman, Lisa Golder 
 
 
Discussion:  Activities for the Historic Preservation Commission 
 
Discussed what the HPC has done in the past.  The HPC has an obligation to input when there is 
an issue or proposed change to the two designated historic sites we have in the city but this is 
rare.  We may not have any more historic sites.  
 
Most of what we have has to do with the people who lived here (oral histories), the 
development of Kentwood from Paris Township to now, and artifacts collected from those 
times.  We have a history book and the 50th Anniversary video, how do we get the information 
to the citizens?  We may not be allowed to use the video on our website‐may have to ask WKTV 
for permission. 
 
HPC page on the website needs to be updated.  Everyone should look at it to see if they have 
any suggestions.  Noted that many of the people who would be interested (elderly) may not be 
computer‐savvy.  There was discussion about getting information to them and on how we can 
collect information/pictures from seniors at Holland Home and other similar facilities, the 
Activities Center, etc. 
 
Focus on collecting information about Kentwood’s past and then getting this information out to 
the public.  Believe that there is a lot of good information and resources we have in the room 
but it doesn’t get out to the public. 
 
We have tried to advertise, difficult to get information into newspapers now.  Advance 
Newspaper used to do community meetings and information but has not recently.  Social media 
is a possibility.  We have a Facebook page for historic but we don’t update it enough.  Also it is 
unclear whether the city’s PR Firm wants to work with the Facebook page for Historic or 
whether we can update on our own.  The last thing we put on Facebook was about the quilt 
show, so there needs to be updates. 
 
Regarding getting information on history to people:  We don’t want to keep the door to 
Heritage Room open because items will get stolen.  Gerry can’t be here all of the time.  Lisa is 
available as needed but doesn’t get calls too often to come over to open the door for someone.  
 



Schools apparently do not teach local history anymore so not sure there will be an interest by 
public schools.  Home school families may have an interest. 
 
There was discussion about the HPC budget and facilities.  Projects yet to be completed this 
year include getting an external hard drive to back up the information on the lap top used in 
the Heritage Room.  We would also like to get an intern to digitize the binder of information in 
the Heritage Room so that it is searchable. We also have budget for supplies if any are needed. 
There is a possibility that members of the Commission can go to a conference if there is 
something they are interested in.  These are usually in Lansing. 
 
After additional discussion HPC will work on/give some thought to the following for next 
month: 
 
1. Update the Website—Lisa will speak to webmaster at the city about making sure links work 
and correcting the HPC membership list 
 
2. Start thinking of ways to get tidbits of information out to the community through the 
website.  Lisa will talk to the webmaster about how this can be accomplished 
 
3. See if Wyoming is still interested in doing an event that focuses on the Home Acres area 
 
4. Start list of resources/materials on what is available in the Heritage Room for targeted 
groups of people such as home schoolers, scouts, seniors, etc. 
 
5. Plan time for Heritage Room Open House of the room, staffed by HPC members—Investigate 
methods to advertise including School News, Advance, senior centers, activities center, 
 
We will plan on going through the Heritage Room at our next meeting so we all know what we 
have in there. 
 
 
Discussion about meeting date—looking into 1st or 4th Mondays at 6:00‐‐‐will poll membership 
 
 
 
 
 



MINUTES	

KENTWOOD	HISTORIC	PRESERVATION	COMMISSION	

March 5, 2018 

Present:   Jackie Moore, Karleen Root, Ron Covington, Dave Van Dyke, Dwell Moore.  

Absent:   Debi Crawford‐Poyner 

 Others present: Lisa Golder; Gerry Noorman 

Approval of Minutes:   

A motion was made by Covington with support from Root, to approve the meeting 

notes from February 2018. 

  Everyone introduced themselves and their backgrounds/interest in Historic 

Preservation.  Van Dyke noted the efforts of Gerry Noorman in organizing and 

cataloging the Heritage Room and serving as a resource for people that come into the 

room. 

 

       2.  Election of Officers 

  A motion was made with support to nominate Ron Covington as Chairperson. 

 

                ‐‐Motion Carried— 

 

       3.   Tour of Heritage Room 

Gerry reviewed all the materials in the Heritage Room and gave each person a guide to 

the contents of each shelf and drawer. 

 

       4.   Home Acres Project ‐‐ Joint meeting with Wyoming 

  Jackie said that the Wyoming Historic Commission is still interested in this event.  They 

have spoken with Kelloggsville who was interested in hosting the event.  A decision has 

not been made as to what type of program it will be.  It was thought that it may be best 

to have the program after school is out this summer.  The Wyoming groups would like 

Kentwood involvement.  They are meeting on March 21, 2018 at 6:30 at the Wyoming 

Library in their local history room, and would welcome Kentwood participation.  One 

thing that should be discussed is the boundary of the Home Acres project.  Wyoming 

would like to limit it to north of 44th Street, which does not include much of Kentwood, 

Home Acres extends further south than 44th Street.. 

 



       5.   Intern 

  Lisa said that the Planning Department is hiring an intern to do work this summer.  The 

intern could then accomplish some of the work of the Historic Preservation Commission, 

especially digitizing the information/data in the binder.  This would allow for people to 

search the information in the Heritage Room from their computer. 

 

       6.   Website Review and information 

Lisa said that the website has been updated to reflect the new Commission members 

and to eliminate the link to the “unofficial HPC website”.   But we wanted to be able to 

put “tidbits” of information on our website or in newsletters or even in the newspaper.  

Ron said that he had a conversation with the Superintendent of Kentwood Public 

Schools.  He said there is a newsletter that goes to all households in the district, and 

perhaps some information on the history of Kentwood could be provided.  He would 

need the information a month in advance.  He said also that the Advance could possibly 

put the information into the newspaper.    Both options would be free.   Ron said that a 

good starting point might be information on our book.  Topics for consideration include 

history of school system, veterans and wars, annexation, the first black superintendent 

of the public school system, and other topics.  Gerry commented that there are veterans 

from 6 wars buried at Pine Hill Cemetery, which would also be interesting to highlight. 

 

 Ron will get something together for our next meeting. If we want something in for May, 

we will have to get it to the school in April.  He noted that the newsletter also in sent 

out during the summer.   Dwell said that the information can be send home through the 

children to their parents/grandparents who would have an interest in the information. 

The Commission also discussed the possibility of having a speaker.  Jackie said that Jack 

Bueche does a presentation on surveying that could be adapted to the city of Kentwood.  

She will ask him if he would do a presentation for us this year, possibly in the summer.  

It was suggested that we advertise at the senior centers or consider having the program 

there. 

 

 

After discussion the following work plan was discussed: 

 

 Article in newsletters/newspaper regarding Paris Township and Kentwood 

 Home Acres presentation/event in collaboration with Wyoming 

 Presentation/speaker, possibly Jack Bueche  

 

Jackie presented information on the Kutsche Foundation, who is hosting a program at 

the end of March. 



 

 

Facebook:  Dwell suggested that we should post more things on Facebook and link with 

more detailed information/articles.  Any ideas we have we should run by Gerry to see if 

we have additional information available at the Heritage Room. 

 

She said there could be an essay contest on local history and all the essays could be 

published and put on the website. 

 

 

Meeting	adjourned.	

 

The next meeting of the Kentwood Historic Preservation Commission is scheduled for 

April 2, 2018, at 6:00 PM.   



MEETING	NOTES	

KENTWOOD	HISTORIC	PRESERVATION	COMMISSION	

May 21, 2018 

Present:   Karleen Root, Ron Covington, Dwell Moore.  

Absent:   Debi Crawford‐Poyner, Jackie Moore, Dave Van Dyke 

Others present: Lisa Golder 

Since we do not have a quorum, we are only having meeting notes for the May HPC meeting. 

 

Discussion regarding the Wyoming Home Acres Presentation/Event: 

Dwell attended a meeting at the Wyoming Historic Preservation Commission regarding this.  

There were about 15 people there.  They are collaborating with the school on a presentation.  

The school will do the audio visual, perhaps with students that can help with the presentation 

or edit.  The school is already collecting some historical information on the school and have a 

call of history started at the school.   They talked about the various tasks that need to be 

accomplished, such as advertising, recording the presentation, video production, but it wasn’t 

clear who was handling each part.    Lisa said that Jackie might be able to provide more 

information as she attended the May meeting.  It wasn’t clear what role if any that they wanted 

the Kentwood to play.  The event is tentatively scheduled for October. 

 

Dwell had some additional ideas for activities of the HPC.  These are mainly ways to use social 

media to raise awareness of the HPC.   

Highlight weather events—tornados, snowstorms, and ask if people have pictures of 

these events 

Explore street name history 

Highlight historic businesses or churches 

Schools—are there any grads who have made a name for themselves? 

Trivia about population—heritage of people and where they come from (New York) 

Quotes used to promote history 

Have a “This day in history” covering Kentwood events 

Have a work day to come up with information to use in social media 

 

Events will be easier to advertise if we generate interest and a following through these 

activities/social media 



There was discussion regarding the Advance and the Kentwood Schools newsletter.  All 

agreed that it would be good to put out little bits of information each month into the 

newsletter.  Ron will contact the Advance newspaper to see how difficult it would be to 

put bits of historic information in the paper. 

 

The next regularly scheduled meeting is June 4, 2018 at 6:00PM in the Heritage Room. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



MINUTES	

KENTWOOD	HISTORIC	PRESERVATION	COMMISSION	

June 4, 2018 

Present:   Karleen Root, Ron Covington, Dave Van Dyke, Dwell Moore.  

Absent:   Debi Crawford‐Poyner, Jackie Moore 

 Others present: Lisa Golder; Gerry Noorman 

1.   Approval of Minutes, March 2018; review of meeting notes, May, 2018  

2.   Octagon House, proposed changes to door and fencing 

  Lisa introduced the topic.  The owner of the Octagon House would like to replace the 

front door and the fencing for the house.  She said that the fencing was put in place by the city 

when East Paris was widened.  It is a split rail fence. The fencing is falling apart.  She would like 

to replace with vinyl picket fence that it 4’ in height.   

 

She would also like to replace the front door.  The door is not an original door; it is not clear 

whether the door was in place when the house was designated or when it was redeveloped.  

Cambridge Partners, who developed Woodland Creek Apartments did renovations and used the 

building as an office for a while.  Some of the work that was done then seems to be consistent 

with photos we have—such as the covered porch that wraps around the building and the top of 

the roof, but the railing does not appear in photos, and the door clearly is not original.  The 

improvements appeared to have taken place in the 1980s whole the home was designated as a 

state historic site in the 1970s,   

 

The commission needs to follow the Secretary of interior standards for renovations to historic 

structures, which frowns upon the use of metal or vinyl to replace wood.  The metal door is 

similar to what was in place, but still there are differences.  Ron asked what the issue was with 

the current door.  Lisa said that the contractor said that they door slab is leaking air and not 

sealing properly so she would like to replace it with a metal insulated door.   Ron said he would 

like to go look at it to see if it can be repaired.  Lisa will ask to owner is this is possible.  There 

was discussion about the standards and whether it is ok to use a metal door if it looks like 

wood.  Lisa said she is asking the state historic preservation commission about this and to also 

see what they have on file regarding the Octagon House.   

As for the fence, the contractor said that the fence along East Paris is broken and collapsed. The 

owner would like to put a white vinyl picket fence up about 4 foot tall.  Lisa said the instruction 
from all the information provided through the Secretary of Interior standards all recommend 
against putting in a fence in the front yard where none existed previously.  On the other hand, 



Lisa said that the fence would not affect the house and would be easy to remove, unlike elements 
of a house such as windows.  She will look for clarity on this issue as well.   
There was discussion about affordability, reasonable regulations, rebuilding rather than 
replacing, etc.   
 
A motion was made with support to table the decision on the changes to the Octagon House until 
June 18, 2018. 
3.  Home Acres Project: 
Jackie was not there to update the Commission.  Lisa said she would ask Jackie for an update 
that she will send to everyone. 
 
4. Intern: 
The city does have an intern in the Planning Department.  Lisa will have her updating the 
database of information in the Heritage Room.  Dwell asked about the external hard drive; this 
has been purchased but the information on the computer has not been backed up. 

5.  Article, facts for Kentwood 

Lisa suggested for school newsletter something that is more related to education.  She suggested 
information on school that used to be in the area, or information on Crestwood as the first high 
school.  She will look at Goldie Snow’s book and see if there are any old schoolhouse pictures so 
we can do a “now and then” picture.  Dwell suggested an article on the changing school start 
dates.  There was discussion on why the legislature voted to start public schools after Labor Day. 

After the article is completed Lisa will send to the HPC for comment and review, and then Ron 
can approach KPS about publishing it in the next newsletter. 

A motion was made with support to adjourn the meeting. 

 

The next meeting will be a special meeting to consider the request for the Octagon House 
renovations, scheduled for June 18, 2018.  The next regular meeting of the HPC is July 2, 2018. 

 

 

 

  

 
 

   



MINUTES 

KENTWOOD HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

June 18, 2018 

Present:   Karleen Root, Ron Covington, Jackie Moore, Dwell Moore.  

Absent:   Debi Crawford-Poyner, Dave VanDyke 

 Others present: Lisa Golder 

1.   Approval of Minutes 

2.   Octagon House, proposed changes to door and fencing 
 
Lisa introduced the topic.  The owner of the Octagon House would like to replace the door and the 
fencing in the front yard.  At our last meeting Lisa was going to get some input from the State of 
Michigan.  She found out that the State approved the Octagon House as a Historic site in February of 
1975.    The city found out that the state designation could not prevent the owners from tearing the house 
down.  So the city eventually designated it under local ordinance in 1991.  Before that time, in 1987, a 
developer renovated the house but it is unclear whether the house was brought back to its original state.  
The earliest pictures we have of the house show the wrap-around roof, but no railing and no lattice under 
the porch.  The pictures do not have clear view of the front door.  However, Lisa found the plans for the 
Octagon house renovation from 1987 and it suggests that the current door was in place at that time.  
Dwell had reviewed the video regarding the Octagon House and it suggested that the developer had done 
research on other houses and read the Orson Fowler book. The video did not indicate that there was 
evidence that the renovation design was based on any evidence of how the building looks now. 
 
Ron had a chance to go out to the site and look at the door.  He said that the current door has been 
installed in the original doorframe.  But the house has settled, which has skewed the frame.  He 
recommends re-squaring the original door frame and supporting base with the same material, according to 
the guidelines. 
 
There was discussion on the various options.  The State Historic Preservation Office said that the state 
doesn’t have the authority to approve a change to a building on the state historic register.  It is more a 
local decision, unless the building is on the national register.  She reviewed options though, that indicated 
SHPO’s view on various alternatives.  She said that the best option is to fix the current door and frame 
with like materials.  Since we don’t know what the original door looked like, she said it was ok to retain 
the current door, as this door has likely been on the house since its designation.  If this is not possible, or 
the owner really wants or needs to replace the front door, the owner would be better off keeping the 
original door someone where in case some future owner wants to restore the building to this specific time 
period.  The next best thing would be an alternate material, such as steel, but to find a door with the same 
proportions as the current door. 
 



Regarding the fence, the state has indicated that as long it doesn’t block the house, it is not a major issue 
because a fence can always be taken down.  In this case a wood fence would be preference to a vinyl 
fence, but a vinyl fence could be taken down at a later date. 
 
After discussion, the following was recommended, in order of preference: 
 
DOOR REPLACEMENT 
1) Repair door frame, rather than use of pre-hung door.  See if current door can be used.  If door needs to 
be replaced, provide a wood door as close as possible to the red door that is currently on the building, 
unless proof of an earlier door can be provided. 
 

BASIS:  The door frame has settled.  To avoid additional damage to the structure of the house, repair 
of the frame is necessary.  Ideally the existing front door could be used, unless information is found 
suggesting what an earlier version of the door looked like.  The next best alternative is a new wood 
door, since the material used is keeping with the era the door was installed.  If a metal door is used, it 
should match the current door as much as possible.  Saving the front door would allow a future owner 
to bring the door back to the way it was when it was designated in 1991. 

 
The Commission would like to see a cost estimate of the wood door option, if the owners are making 
the case that this option is prohibitively expensive. 

 
2) Allow a metal version of the front door provided that the old front door is saved. 
 

BASIS:  The door being considered for replacement is not the door that was original to the house, 
although it is the door that was in place when the renovations took place in 1987 and when the house 
was designated in 1991. 

   
 
FENCE REPLACEMENT 
 1) A 4’ vinyl fence would be allowed in the front yard to replace the split rail fence, as per city 
ordinance.  A wood fence is preferable. 
 

BASIS:  The split rail fence was installed by the city of Kentwood with the widening of East Paris 
Avenue.  A fence can be removed easily and it will not detract from the house since the fence is 4’ 
high and is a picket fence. While a wooden fence would be preferable material because it is more 
consistent with the time period that the house was built, a vinyl fence can still be removed easily and 
won’t suffer from neglect. 

 
 
 
3.  Home Acres Project: 
Jackie updated the commission on the Home Acres Project being undertaken by the Wyoming Historic 
Preservation Commission.  A date of October 9th has been selected for a presentation regarding Home 
Acres.  The location will be at the Kelloggsville High School.   There is a new auditorium that will be 
opened up for the event.  The hallway and the lobby will be used.  An archivist from the school will be 



working on the presentation.  The Media Department of the school is working on this as well.  There will 
be a video or slideshow.  Part of the project will be completed by students. Over the summer the Media 
Department will work on the presentation, and then will hand it off to the students to do the final 
preparation. The Wyoming Historic Commission may dress in period costumes or have some role to play 
in the event.  The event will last for about an hour.  A meeting will be held at 6:00 PM at Brann’s to 
discuss it.  Wyoming is willing to have Kentwood play as big or as small of a role as they are interested in 
playing. 
 

 
The next meeting will be on Monday, July 9, at 6:00, due to the 4th of July holiday. 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 

   



MINUTES 

KENTWOOD HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

July 9, 2018 

Present:   Karleen Root, Ron Covington, Jackie Moore, Dwell Moore, Debi Crawford-Poyner.  

Absent:   Dave VanDyke 

The Commissioners welcomes Debi Crawford-Poyner to the Commission.  Lisa said that Dave called to 
let her know he would not be attending.  He would like to undertake some more hands on projects as his 
contribution to the work of the Commission.  Any project ideas would be appreciated.  

Others present: Lisa Golder, Gerry Noorman 

1.   Approval of Minutes 
There was a motion with support to approve the minutes for June 18, 2018. 
 
        --Motion Carried— 
 
2.  Octagon House Update: 
There was discussion regarding the Octagon House proposed changes to door and fencing.  Lisa has had 
some communication with the owner, who indicated the difficulty with keeping the current door. She 
indicated that she and her contractor will indicate what is being proposed.  Lisa asked for the clarification 
that the contractor would contact her regarding the project but has not heard back yet.   
 
Dwell noted that the owner was going to be out of town for the first few weeks of the month. 
 
 
 
3. Article History Facts for Kentwood.   
Ron sent the schools article to Todd Bell at Kentwood Public Schools.  Apparently the article is going to 
be put into the next school newsletter.  Ron said that in the future we will have time to have the 
Commission approve the article.   The article was read aloud to the Historic Commission. It tells the 
history of the one-room schoolhouses in the city.  Gerry has developed a map of these school houses.  
There was discussion regarding putting the map on the city’s Facebook page.  Lisa will get an answer as 
to the status of the city’s Historic Commission FB page and whether the members or staff are allowed to 
update it. 
 
Ron wanted to be able to be on top of the providing articles for the newsletter. Lisa said she could ask 
Adam Oster to write a few words about the Kent County Poor Farm that used to be in Paris Township.  
He has done extensive research on the subject and this would be interested reading.  The only difficulty 
might be limiting it to the three-four sentences.  Another topic might be the street name changes over the 
years.  It might be interesting to know that 28th, 36th, 44th Street and others once had different names. 
 
 



After additional discussion, 
 
 There was a motion with support to provide an article for the Kentwood School newsletter each month. 
      --Motion carried— 
 
 
4.  Home Acres: 
There was discussion regarding the Home Acres Project being undertaken by the Wyoming Historic 
Preservation Commission.  A date of October 9th has been selected for a presentation regarding Home 
Acres.  The location will be at the Kelloggsville High School.  It is unclear what role that the Kentwood 
Historic Commission will play, other than to provide pictures.  Lisa said she will find all the pictures we 
have available and we will revisit this issue at the next meeting.  Other than provide the pictures we have 
at this point the Commission is not inclined to work on this project unless something specific is asked of 
us. 
 
There was a motion with support to adjourn the meeting. 

 
The next meeting will be on Monday, August 6, at 6:00 PM. 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 

   



MINUTES 

KENTWOOD HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

August 6, 2018 

Present:   Karleen Root, Ron Covington, Debi Crawford-Poyner.  

Absent:   Dave VanDyke, Jackie Moore, Dwell Moore 

Others present: Lisa Golder, Reagan Adolpho 

Lisa called Dave Van Dyke to see if he could come to the HPC meeting, and he was not able.  He did say 
he was interested in doing a project to help out Gerry with the organization or a display for the Heritage 
Room. 

1.   Approval of Minutes 
There was a motion with support to approve the minutes for July, 2018. 
 
        --Motion Carried— 
 
2.  There was discussion regarding the Home Acres project.  Lisa presented two pictures of the Home 
Acres area—one from 1936 and one from 1955.  These will be donated to the Wyoming Historic 
Commission for the presentation that is to take place in October regarding the Home Acres area.    She 
also showed the Commission pictures on her phone that she saw on the Wyoming Historic Commission 
website.  She said that the Wyoming group was looking through the collections in the Grand Rapids 
Public Library, such as the Robinson collection, to see if they can find any photos of the Home Acres 
area. Hopefully the group can locate other pictures of the Home Acres area in Kentwood.   Lisa will get 
the two pictures that Wyoming group may not have already pictures to them. 
 
There was discussion regarding the pictures and the Home Acres area.  The Commission members may 
wish to attend the Home Acres event scheduled in October at Kelloggsville High School. 
 
3. Article regarding Kentwood history for school newsletter 
Lisa has received Adam Oster’s brief article about the Kent County Poor Farm.  Ron will submit the 
article to the school.  There was discussion regarding next month’s submission.  Lisa said she could write 
up something from the book regarding the changing street names in Paris Township. Ron said that maybe 
we should stick to information found in the book, so we know what we have covered and so we don’t run 
out of material to use.  There was general discussion regarding this.  After additional discussion regarding 
the source of information for the school newsletter, it was decided that all would read over their 
Kentwood History book for ideas for future articles. We do have to get the articles to the school by the 
15th of each month for the next month.  This may be an issue for September as we will not be able to meet 
in September.  Lisa will send out the proposed short article about the road names, and send out for 
Commission approval. Starting in September we will start a list of potential articles based on the book.  
Everyone’s homework for the month is to read the book over.  
 



There was additional discussion on the purpose of the articles.  Is the purpose to get general information 
out to the public on Kentwood/Paris Township?  To let people know that there is a Heritage Room and a 
Historic Commission?  To let people know that we have a book for sale?  There was additional discussion 
about selling the book, and how many copies were still available.  Lisa thought there may be as many as 
50 but the book is outdated.  The cost of the book was probably about $30 but we sell it for $10.  There 
was discussions at the 50th anniversary celebration to update the history book to cover the entire 50 years 
of city history, but there was no interest in reprinting the entire book; rather, a digital version was 
discussed.  Nothing was done with the update of the book; instead the WKTV video was created. Lisa 
suggested that at a future meeting we discuss goals for the year that will help to guide our activities and 
even help with the articles selected for publication in the newsletter. 
 
Lisa said that the city has decided not to continue the various city-related Facebook pages, but rather to 
have just one Kentwood Facebook page and then do a digital newsletter for information.  About 5,000 
people are signed up to get the newsletter. The HPC could place an article about Kentwood history into 
the newsletter.  However, it was recommended that the article include a picture.  Lisa will see if Adam 
has a picture of the Kent County Poor Farm and we can pair this with his article about the Poor Farm for 
the newsletter.  Ron said he would also like to get in touch with the people from the Advance newspaper 
to see if the HPC can put an article there.  There was additional discussion about who gets the Advance 
newspaper and which edition serves the Kentwood area. 
 
 
4.  Next meeting 
The next first Monday of September falls on Labor Day, and Lisa will be out of town on the second 
Monday.  Therefore the next regularly scheduled meeting of the Historic Preservation Commission is 
Monday October 1, 2018 at 6:00 PM. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 

   



MINUTES 

KENTWOOD HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

October 1, 2018 

Present:   Debi Crawford-Poyner, Jackie Moore, Dwell Moore, Reagan Adolfo 

Absent:   Dave Van Dyke, Ron Covington, Karleen Root 

Others present: Lisa Golder, Adam Oster, Jerry DeMaagd, Gerry Noorman 

Reagan Adolfo introduced himself as the new member of the Historic Preservation Commission. 
Introductions were made by the Commissioners and the guests. 

Jackie Moore chaired the meeting. 

1.   Approval of Minutes 
There was a motion by Debi with support from Dwell to approve the minutes for August, 2018. 
 
        --Motion Carried— 
 
2.  Octagon House Update: 
Lisa said that the owner of the house, Lynn Weaver had contacted the city and asked about the procedure 
to be followed considering the HPC’s decision regarding the Octagon House improvements.  Lisa said 
she would need to have plans from the builder who is doing the work to show that they are in compliance 
with what the HPC required.  The intent was for the owner to install a wooden door that is similar to the 
current door.   There was additional discussion about the doorframe and the threshold.  Lisa has not heard 
anything from the builder at this time.  The last time she was by there, the door was the same.  Dwell 
indicated that the fence had been replaced.  Lisa said that they did not take out a permit to do the work. 
 
3.  Kentwood history article for school newsletter 
Lisa said that the article submitted regarding the changed names of streets within the city was submitted 
and it should be published for October.  We are now looking for an article for the November Kentwood 
Public Schools newsletter.  Since November is the month in which Veteran’s Day occurs, the 
Commissioners something regarding veterans would be appropriate.  It is the 100th Anniversary of the 
start of World War I in 2019, so this sort of article would be appropriate. 
 
Adam Oster volunteered to write an article on a World War I veteran from the area.  He will send it to 
Lisa by the 12th of October.   
 
There was additional discussion about re-using the articles from the Kentwood Public School newsletter 
for the City newsletter.  There was discussion about the newsletter and how it can be received by people 
in the community.  Lisa will send out information on how to have the City newsletter emailed.   The HPC 
could submit short articles for the city newsletter. It was recommended that the articles have a picture to 
go along with them.  This will get information out to citizens on local history.  Note that this is in lieu of 
the Facebook Historic Preservation Commission page. 
 



4.  Home Acres Event 
Jackie updated the group on the Wyoming Home Acres event that was scheduled for October 8.  Jackie 
said that the event has been postponed until March of 2019.   The people that were going to work on the 
project were not able to do so.  The plan is still to have a video slide presentation at Kelloggsville High 
School auditorium; any extra pictures would be displayed in the hallway.  The exact date in March has 
not been determined.  There would also be artifacts from the era and the Wyoming Historic Preservation 
Commission may wear period costumes.  The Home Acres area that they are portraying in their 
presentation is along Division Avenue from 54th Street north to 32nd Street.  Lisa gave Jackie two of the 
pictures from the Kentwood collection that are within this area. 
 
Jackie also gave the Commission an update on the activities of the Wyoming Commission.  They have 
regular hours in their Heritage Room at the Wyoming Library, every 1st and 3rd Saturday.  They have their 
meetings on the 3rd Wednesday at 6:30.  They are trying to organize a roundtable meeting of the small 
Historic Commissions or Societies in order to share information.   
 
5. Other Business 
Jerry DeMaagd had some items to donate to the Commission, including pictures and other information 
regarding the Land Office in the White Pigeon area.  He also had a list of potential people to interview for 
the oral histories.  His list include Bob Bendle, the Pattersons, Russell Slater II, Cathy Booth (Wing 
Avenue) the Heyboers, Ronald Shippy, (Neil Shippy Pharmacy.  He said Mr. Shippy lives in Crystal 
Springs.  There was discussion about using the Voice program from WKTV to accomplish the interviews.  
The Voices trailer will be here at the library on October 17th.  You need to make an appointment by 
calling 261-5700. 
 
There was additional discussion about the HPC putting on a presentation on some topic of local interest in 
history. There is a gentleman from the Wyoming Commission that has offered to do a presentation on 
surveying. KDL is having several history-based presentations coming soon, including one on World War 
I. 
 
There was discussion on opening up the Heritage Room for people to explore.  After discussion the 
second Saturday of the month was selected, from 2-4.  Therefore the first two dates would be October 13, 
2018 and November 10, 2018 from 2-4. For the first open house, Jackie, Dwell and Debi said they would 
be in attendance for the open house.  Adam said he would be there working that day within the library so 
if anyone had a question he may be able to answer it. 
 
Debi asked about fundraisers.  She said she saw that Gaines Township is having a sale of one room 
schoolhouse blankets.  Lisa said that this idea can be addressed at the next meeting. 
 
6.  Next meeting 
The next regularly scheduled meeting of the Historic Preservation Commission is Monday November 5, 
2018 at 6:00 PM. 
 
 

 



MINUTES 

KENTWOOD HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

November 5, 2018 

Present:   Debi Crawford-Poyner, Jackie Moore, Dwell Moore, Reagan Adolfo, Ron Covington 

Absent:   Dave Van Dyke, Karleen Root 

Others present: Lisa Golder 

1.   Approval of Minutes 
There was a motion by Jackie with support from Reagan to approve the minutes for August, 2018. 
 
        --Motion Carried— 
 
2.  Octagon House Update:  No update available at this time. 
 
3.  Kentwood history article for school newsletter 
Adam Oster volunteered to write an article on a World War I veteran from the area. It is the 100th 
Anniversary of the start of World War I in 2019, so this sort of article would be appropriate.  There was 
discussion regarding the December article.  Dwell has written a paragraph on Woodland Mall, which she 
shared with the Commission.  It is taken from the book, but is re-written.  Lisa will review for the 
December article. 
 
4.  Home Acres Event 
Jackie updated the group on the Wyoming Home Acres event that was scheduled for October 8.  Jackie 
said that the event has been postponed until March of 2019.   The people that were going to work on the 
project were not able to do so.  The plan is still to have a video slide presentation at Kelloggsville High 
School auditorium; any extra pictures would be displayed in the hallway.  The exact date in March has 
not been determined.  There would also be artifacts from the era and the Wyoming Historic Preservation 
Commission may wear period costumes.   Lisa suggested that if they need someone to interview for the 
event, Kathy Kuhn grew up in the area and was one of the authors of the City’s book.  There was 
discussion on what the Kentwood commissioners can do for the event.  Jackie said that they would be 
welcome to participate; the next meeting in the 3rd Weds of November at 6:30PM. 
 
 
5. Other Business 
The Kentwood Historic Commission’s November Open House is scheduled for this weekend, November 
10th from 2-4.   Lisa said that she can have the digital recorder available in case there is someone that may 
want to give their oral history.  Also she will have release forms available. She will bring over the power 
point presentation regarding Kentwood history.  We will check with the library to see if the digital board 
in the lobby has been fixed to let people know about the open house.  Lisa will otherwise ring a white 
board out from the Community room for someone to advertise the open house.  The white board will be 
in the lobby.   Debi suggested that a notice be placed on the outside doors to let people know about the 



open house.  Lisa Levandoski of Sabo Communications (who works for the city) can put the information 
out on social media about the event. 
Bowen House:  
Jackie said that she and her grandson went to the Bowen House.  She said that there have been 
improvements made without the Historic Preservation Commission approval.  There is also general 
disrepair of the railing off the second story balcony.  There has been a plastic handrail installed which is 
not consistent with the approval.  There is also junk that has been thrown onto the property.  As a historic 
property the city can prohibit changed being made to the exterior of the property.  Lisa will find out who 
the new landlord is, document the issues and make contact.  The Commission may go look but keep in 
mind this is private property and you should view it from a public place.  There was additional discussion 
regarding signage for the historic properties. 
 
There was additional discussion about the HPC putting on a presentation on some topic of local interest in 
history. There is a gentleman from the Wyoming Commission that has offered to do a presentation on 
surveying. At our next meeting we will bring ideas regarding presentations and then try to schedule them 
for 2019. 
 
 
 
6.  Next meeting 
The next regularly scheduled meeting of the Historic Preservation Commission is Monday December 3, 
2018 at 6:00 PM. 
 
 

 



MINUTES 

KENTWOOD HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

December 3, 2018 

Present:   Jackie Moore, Dwell Moore, Reagan Adolfo, Karleen Root 

Absent:   Ron Covington, Dave Van Dyke, Debi Crawford-Poyner, with notification 

Others present: Lisa Golder, Gerry Noorman, Adam Oster 

1.   Approval of Minutes 
There was a correction to the minutes, to indicate that 100th anniversary of the end of WWI was 2019, not 
the beginning of WWI. With this change,  
 
A motion was made by Reagan with support from Dwell to approve the minutes for November, 2018. 
 
        --Motion Carried— 
 
2.  Kentwood history article for school newsletter 
Dwell prepared the article regarding Woodland Mall and annexation, and this had been sent to the school 
for publication in December. We are now looking at January.  Dwell said she found some information 
regarding the blizzard of 1978.  The article was about how after the blizzard in 1978, the city purchased 
its first snowplows.  It was noted that the city still has and uses this plow.  Lisa will send the article to the 
school, perhaps with a picture of the plow.  Dwell suggested an article for February on William Hardy, 
first supervisor of Paris Township.  This would be a good topic as February is Black History Month. 
 
3.  Home Acres Event 
Jackie updated the group on the Wyoming Home Acres event.  The event has been postponed until March 
of 2019.   The people that were going to work on the project were not able to do so.  The plan is still to 
have a video slide presentation at Kelloggsville High School auditorium; any extra pictures would be 
displayed in the hallway.  The exact date in March has not been determined.  Adam is interested in the 
information so that he can do a similar program at the Library. Jackie said that they would be welcome to 
participate; the next Wyoming meeting is in January.  She gave Adam a phone number for the chair of the 
Wyoming Historic Commission. 
 
4. Other Business 
The November Open House was not well attended.  Someone erased the whiteboard in the lobby; maybe 
the whiteboard should be moved closer to the library main door.  There was discussion as the next open 
house is scheduled for the upcoming weekend.  Jackie said she could possibly be there but she would let 
Lisa know.  Lisa Levandoski, who does PR for the city, said that she could put something on the city’s 
Facebook page.  If there is no open house in December, then we will target January 5, 2019 for the next 
open house, as the Library is offering an arcade program in the community room from 12-2.  If our doors 
are open at 2-4 we may be able to get people who were attending the other event.   Dwell asked if we 
could get better dry-erase parkers for the whiteboard.  Jackie said she could get some..   



Lisa reported that the she had sent a letter to the new owner of the Bowen House regarding the illegal 
handrail that had been installed.  As long as it was not installed as a requirement of the building code or 
unless someone really needs the handrail to access the building, we will ask that the handrail is removed.  
Even if it was required or is needed by a resident, the Bowen House owner would need to ask for a 
Certificate of Appropriateness. 
 
Lisa also had a meeting with one of the owners of the Heyboer Farm.  The family may be interested in 
developing the southern portion of the farm but not for about 5 years.  Otherwise, they are interested in 
retaining the farm buildings, although not necessarily have them designated or protected as historic 
buildings. 
 
5. Presentations for 2019 
There was discussion about speakers for 2019.  Jack Bueche from the Wyoming Commission is willing to 
do a presentation on surveying.  Lisa has tried to contact the woman who does a one-person program on 
Mary Todd Lincoln, but she has not responded yet.  It was suggested that one of the former mayors speak; 
Mayor/Senator Hardiman was suggested.  There was also discussion regarding having a bus tour of the 
city.  Lisa said we already have self-guided tours and a brochure was developed with this information.  It 
was noted that people may be interested in a cemetery tour as well.  In any case, we may be able to ask 
the Friends of the Library for funds to cover expenses for some of these activities.  The problem with 
these events is advertising them.  Adam said that we would need to get information to him three months 
in advance in order to be placed in the KDL library newsletters and marketing materials.  If we want to 
try to market the events with KDL, we will need to have information available to get to KDL by February 
of 2019. 
 
There was additional discussion about how to attract people to the Heritage Room.  It was suggested that 
we make a list of five types of materials that you could view in the Heritage Room, such as plat maps, 
yearbooks, etc.  This list could be an article for the monthly school newsletter or could be added to the 
city’s Facebook page.  We should also advertise which yearbook years we are missing so if someone 
wanted to donate a missing yearbook they could do so. 
 
There was a motion by Dwell with support from Reagan, to adjourn the meeting. 
 
6.  Next meeting 
The next regularly scheduled meeting of the Historic Preservation Commission is Monday January 7, 
2019 at 6:00 PM. 
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